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The Cost of Owning Nothing

For nearly fivedecades,Leon Louw has fought forwhatmostpeople only miss when it is
gone — the ability to own, to build, and to leave something behind.

Introduction

He has battled laws that kept millions of South Africans landless, voiceless, and invisible.
Through the Freedom Foundation, that fight continues — to prove that freedom is not
granted, it is owned.

“Freedom is not what you are given. It is what you hold.”

Imagine a World Where You Own Nothing

You wake up in a home you built twenty years ago.
You raised a family there.

You improved it.

But in the eyes of the law, it is not yours.

You cannot sell it.
You cannot borrow against it.
You cannot leave it to your children.

You are not poor — you are disqualified from ownership.

This is the reality for millions of South Africans.
Itis what happens when the law denies liberty, and it is the future we would have faced
ifLeon Louw had not spent a lifetime resisting it.

The Human Cost of Non-Ownership

Ownership is not paperwork. It is dignity.
It is the right to say: This is mine. I built this. I can build more.

Without ownership:

@ People do not invest in what can be taken away.



e Parents cannot plan for their children.
e Workers cannot grow into entrepreneurs.

¢ Communities cannot trust the ground beneath them.

Whenaperson owns nothing, they lose more than property.
Theylose permanence, purpose, and pride.

“Aperson who owns nothing has no reason to hope.”

The National Cost of Exclusion

If we had failed to defend free markets and property rights:

1. Millions would still have no title deeds.
Generations would remain “occupiers,” living in dependency and fear.

2. Small businesses would be criminalised.
Hawkers and home traders fined for trying to survive “without permission.”

3. The middle class would vanish.
Without secure property or competition, prices rise and progress stops.

4. Expropriation without compensation would go unchallenged.
Trust, investment, and the rule of law would crumble

What the Foundation Did Instead

The Freedom Foundation turned conviction into action.

@ Drafted alternative legislation to protect ownership.

@ Represented informal traders and small businesses in court.
@ Educated Parliament, media, and civil society.

@ Championed title-deed reform and voluntary exchange.

@ Built a national movement that believes freedom must be protected, not
promised.



“Real empowerment begins when people own what they create.”

Why This Work Matters

When people own something, they protect it.
When they protect it, they grow it.
When they grow it, they prosper.

Ownership creates pride.
Pride creates stability.
Stability creates prosperity.

This is not theory. It is the foundation of a self-determined nation.
Leon Louw’s legacy is not only legal reform — it is hope made tangible.
Freedom in the hands of ordinary people.

A future you can hold, and hand on.

When Countries Reject Free Markets
Zimbabwe: The Cost of Destroying Property Rights

Land seizures shattered ownership and trust.

Farms failed.

Inflation exploded.

Citizens fled.

South Africa avoided this because property rights were defended, not destroyed.

Cuba: When the State Owns Everything

Citizens cannot own land or enterprise.
The result: an educated population trapped in poverty.
South Africa avoided that fate by protecting space for private initiative and trade.

Venezuela: When Mandates Replace Markets

Nationalisation and price control led to shortages, collapse, and mass exodus.
South Africa, though imperfect, still allows competition and enterprise; the safeguards
of survival.



Country Policy Failure Crisis What South Africa

Avoided
Zimbabw | Land expropriation Agricultural & currency | Legal property
e collapse protection intact
Cuba Total state control Economic stagnation Freedom to own,

trade, and create

Venezuel | Nationalisation & price | Hyperinflation & Continued private
a controls collapse enterprise

Why It Matters for South Africa

We secured ownership over confiscation.

Voluntary exchange over control.
Dignity through enterprise.

Where markets are replaced by mandates, freedom is always the first casualty — and
prosperity follows soon after.

China: Growth Without Freedom

China opened markets but closed minds.

Citizens lease land, but never own it.
Success is tolerated, not trusted.

Even billionaires vanish for speaking out.
No true ownership, no secure future.
It proves that growth without liberty is hollow.

The Final Lesson
Growth without freedom is imitation prosperity.

It looks solid until it is tested.
Then it crumbles.

True wealth requires ownership, law, and liberty.
That is what the Freedom Foundation defends — not just economic growth, but a
nation where citizens can own, create, and decide for themselves.

“Freedom is measured by possession by the right to say, this is mine.”



